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part in public life that might have been expected from its
numbers.
The superficial observer would probably say that
Catholicism is the most unpopular religion in Australia,
and the Vatican has often taken note of this opinion. The
real unpopularity, however, is concentrated on that
element of Irish Catholicism that is felt to be disloyal to
the British connection, and also on that Italian element that
has worked so hard, but never been popular in the back
blocks of the Commonwealth. It is not, therefore,
Catholicism as such that is disapproved of, but the fact
that so many Catholics have taken part in agitations
against what the actual rulers of the country have con-
sidered the basic loyalties.
Erroneously, therefore, Catholicism has become syn-
onymous with Irish discontent. The main reason for
this must be attributed to the activities of Archbishop
Mannix in Melbourne* No cleverer man has probably ever
landed on the shores of Australia. His brain is one of the
cleax-est in the country and his personality is such that
people have felt willing to go to the utmost extremes in
his support.
But unfortunately the Archbishop developed an intense
bitterness towards Great Britain. A former head of May-
nooth College in Ireland, he threw himself into the political
struggle almost as soon as he reached Australia, and
Protestants with some justification have labelled him as
always intolerant.
To begin, with he refuses to attend any function at
Government House, Victoria. Many people say this is
because of his disloyalty to Great Britain. Undoubtedly,
at one time that may have been so. But there is another